
 

 

  

HOW TO: 
Select Certain Areas 

Abstract 
This manual describes how to select specific ZCTAs/Counties 

one at a time, by multiples, and units that are not necessarily next 
to each other. 

Contact for more 
information: 

ICR-Research@uiowa.edu 
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How To: Selecting Areal Units 
Select areal units: 

1. Navigate to the lefthand panel and select the type of geographic 
units you want to view. Options are County and ZCTA (ZIP Code 
Tabulation Areas; generalized representations of ZIP codes based on 
census blocks. While differing slightly than ZIP codes, there is a great 
amount of overlap between ZIP Codes and ZCTAs) 

 

2. To reflect your selection on the map, select “Update” on the bottom 
of the lefthand panel 

 

 



Select one areal unit at a time: 
1. You can hover over a specific areal unit (ZCTA shown below).  

 

2. The top left part of the screen will show summary information for the 
areal unit selected: 

 

  



 

3. Additionally, instead of hovering over an areal unit, you can select the 
unit by clicking on the preferred unit. This will zoom to the selected 
unit and display the same information in the top left corner: 

 

 

  



Select multiple areal units: 
1. Navigate to the selection button on the top right corner of the screen. 

It appears as a square shape; this tool will allow you to select the 
area you would like to see displayed onto the map.  

 

2. You can select areal units that are next to each other by drawing a 
rectangle over the areas you want selected: 

 

  



 

3. This will highlight the areal units you selected in yellow and update 
the table below with the corresponding data from the areal units 
selected: 

 

 

4. You can also select areal units one at a time that are not necessarily 
next to each other. To do so, click on the selection tool at the top 
righthand corner of the screen: 

 
 
5. Select one areal unit to highlight in yellow. To select additional areal 

units, press “Ctrl” on your keyboard and click to select additional 
areal units. The table will populate with data from the areal units you 
selected.  



 
6. Instructions are also on the top lefthand side of the screen.  

 

  



Export table: 
1. Locate the Download button in the bottom left corner of the screen. 

Click the Download button.  

 

2. Two options will appear on the screen: “Export Map” and “Export Table”. 
Click on “Export Table”.  

 

3. Once you click on “Export Table”, a csv file will download that contains 
data for the areal units you selected.  
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