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Treatment
LUNG CANCER

1

Treatment

The two major types of lung cancers:
Small Cell and Non-Small Cell
 two completely different diseases
different recommended therapies 
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Treatment: NSCLC

Non-small cell lung cancers (squamous, 
adenoca and large cell carcinoma) 
Surgery – common Stage I, II, III
Radiation - EBRT
Ablation – used rarely in lung cancer
Chemo – Stage I, II, III
Immunotherapy
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Surgery NSCLC 4

•Exc or resection of less 
than one lobe, NOS20

•Excision NOS23
•Laser excision24
•Bronchial sleeve 

resection only25
•Wedge resection21
•Segmental resection 

incl lingulectomy22

Surgery NSCLC 5

• Resection of at 
least one lobe, 
bilobectomy, less 
than whole lung

30

• Lobectomy with 
mediastinal LND33

• Lobe or 
bilobectomy
extended NOS45

Surgery NSCLC 6

• Pneumonectomy, 
NOS55

• Extended 
pneumonectomy65
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Surgery NSCLC

Exploratory thoracotomy

Mediastinotomy

Surgery of distant site

Endobronchial laser surgery
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VATS
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Treatment – Radiation

External radiation therapy
EBRT, ERT, 3D-CRT, IMRT, SABR
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Treatment – Radiation

Stereotactic body radiation therapy
External radiation therapy
Uses special equipment
Also called stereotactic external 

beam radiation therapy and 
stereotaxic radiation therapy
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Treatment – Radiation

Stereotactic radiosurgery
Brain mets from lung cancer
Does not involve surgery
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Treatment - Radiation

Palliative radiation therapy is useful 
in reducing symptoms from 
metastatic disease, such as bone 
pain or brain swelling.
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Treatment - Chemo

Drugs
By mouth
Intravenous
Directly in CSF or organ
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Lung Cancer Systemic Therapy
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Treatment - Chemo

Common chemo agents used to treat 
lung CA include:

Cisplatin & VP-16 (Etoposide), with or 
without other agents such as 
vincristine, methotrexate and 
adriamycin. Note: Cisplatin/VP-16 is 
very commonly given as 1st course 
Tx’ment. 
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Treatment - Other

Targeted Drug therapy
Attacks specific cancer cells
Examples: Monoclonal antibodies and 

tyrosine kinase inhibitors
Used for advanced, metastatic or 

recurrent NSCLC
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Treatment - Other

Monoclonal Antibodies
VEGF
EGFR
PD-1
Tyrosine kinase inhibitors
EGFR
Kinase inhibitors
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Treatment - Other

Laser Therapy
Photodynamic therapy (PDT)
Cryosurgery
Electrocautery
Watchful Waiting
New types: Chemoprevention, 

Radiosensitizers

18



10/7/2019

7

Treatment: SCLC

Small cell lung cancers
respond to chemotherapy and 

radiation 
usually too far advanced at diagnosis 

for a surgical cure 
Surgery not recommended
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Treatment: SCLC

Small cell lung cancers
Limited-stage disease (LD)

Chemo and radiation
Combined chemo alone
 PCI prophylactic cranial irradiation

Extensive-stage disease (ED)
Combination chemo
 Radiation therapy
 PCI
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Clinical Trials

 https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=Lung+Cancer&term=&c
ntry=&state=&city=&dist=
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Questions?
25

Contact Info
Lori Somers, RN
Training & Quality Improvement
State Health Registry of Iowa
lori-somers@uiowa.edu


